


Hans Christian Andersen’s The Shadow



Act 1: “The Shadow” by Hans Christian Andersen

“Once there was a kind young man...”

The wish, full of

love and intention, allows the Shadow to break from the Man.

his Shadow

Many years pass
his
long-lost Shadow

the Queen of Light
He describes hiding in the shadows and
seeing the dark underbelly of humanity

He suggests that they travel together but with the Man as his shadow, since he has
none of his own.

a beautiful Princess

the Shadow offers the Man an opportunity: he can experience all the joys of this new royal life
but must live the rest of his life only as a shadow

On the day of the wedding, the Man, lost and alone, is put to death

The darkness has triumphed over the light and no one is ever the wiser..



Act 2: “The Shadow” A New Fairytale

Basking in his good fortune,

Horrified at realizing what he’s done, the princess turns the Shadow
out into the street.

the Princess
questions everything: who was it she thought she loved? How
could she not see what a monster he truly was?

the Princess in dis-
guise

The Shadow learns to work with his hands and
begins to appreciate his fellow shipmates.

The Shadow is
suddenly faced with the true cost of all he’s done and breaks down at last.

Standing in the doorway is
the Princess who has heard his heartfelt confession and forgives him.

before them stands the Queen of
Light.

life is not so much about what one has, but
what one does. The Queen of Light then transforms the Strange Bird back
into the Man whom she saved from destruction.

His transformation into a man of honesty, generosity and compassion
is almost complete.



DANCE

PROJECTION DESIGN

LIVE SHADOW WORK

PUPPETRY &
SHADOW PUPPETRY



MUSIC



THE MAN THE SHADOW THE QUEEN
OF LIGHT

THE
PRINCESS



DESIGN INFLUENCES









Mixed eMotion Theatrix (MeMT), formed in 2016, combines music, contemporary
dance, ethnic movement, opera, theater, film and multi-media to create hybrid
performance experiences in live theater. The company is dedicated to telling stories
of the human condition through the use of folk tales, myths, classic literature, new
histories and biographies. It is the goal of MeMT to create productions that are
filled with wonderment, insight and the rush of human motion and emotion.
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